
 

Akron After School (AAS) - Questions & Answers 

 
What is Akron After School? 
 
Akron After School is a city/school partnership that provides academic intervention and 
enrichment after school programs. 
 
Why is AAS so important? 
 
Increasingly, after school hours are viewed as optimal for developing young person’s 
academic, social and emotional capabilities.  After school is also the time when many 
young people are without parental supervision and need to be in safe and supportive 
environments. 
 
The Akron After School program is a comprehensive, coordinated 30 elementary Community 
Learning Centers and 4 Middle CLC citywide system that offers safe and developmentally 
appropriate environments for children and youth after school and during the summer. 
 
Akron After Schools individual programs support the academic, civic, creative, social, 
physical and emotional development of young people and serve the needs of the school’s 
student population. 
 
How many enrichment programs does Akron After School oversee? 
 
AAS currently provides over 1,000 enrichment programs a week in 30 schools.  Four Middle 
Schools –Butchel , Innes, Perkins and Roswell Kent. 
 
How many children participate in AAS each 8 week session? 
 
A total of 4,567  students were served in 11/12  during the school year and summer extended 
programming. Students participate each 8 week session in elementary and middle school 
buildings.   
 
How are students selected? 
 
This is a targeted academic intervention/ expanded enrichment program for children who 
are between grades K-5th who are reading below basic levels as well as students who may 
have higher test scores but benefit from enrichment classes.  This is done through test scores, 
teacher / principal recommendation.  Each school may vary depending on need and data. 
Middle School is open to the entire school- focus on district middle school climate objectives 
and goals. 
 
What does a student have to do to participate? 
Students must attend all days after school is in session and follow the rules.  We have 3 strikes/ 
you’re out policy. 
 



 
Is there a waiting list? 
 
In many of the schools we have more students than after school teachers; we add waiting 
list students as participants drop out. 
 
What is the history of the AAS program? 
 
AAS is a 13 year City/School partnership. 
 
What is the vision of AAS? 
 
To provide Hope for the Future through diverse, after school experiences for our Akron Public 
School children. 
 
 
What is the mission of AAS? 
 
        Akron After School and its partners recognize that the education and enrichment of our 
children is the driving force within our community and that our present and future citizens 
must be equipped to become visionaries of change and contribute to positive community 
revitalization.  AAS helps to address the societal disparities that contribute to low academics 
through access to diverse enrichment experiences not generally available to our struggling 
neighborhoods. 
           AAS recognizes the when youth participate in high quality after school enrichment 
programs they benefit in a myriad of ways: they receive personal attention from caring 
adults, explore new interests, receive academic support and develop a sense of self- 
esteem independent of their academic talent. 
What students do during their out-of – school time has as much bearing on their success as 
what they do during the school day. 
               Akron After School focuses on increasing test scores while recognizing a student's 
social variables. Academic achievement is an important focus for our students, but it isn’t our 
only goal. We know as a public school system that we need to prepare students to be 
healthy citizens, with diverse knowledge in areas varying from culture to the arts. 
Incorporating these overlooked underfunded dimensions can help students to develop 
physically, socially, emotionally, and cognitively. With these needs met, it is Akron After 
Schools goal, that our schools will find it easier to improve academic achievement. 
 
What are the overall goals of Akron After School using 21st CLC Grant funds? 
 
The 21st CCLC program required goals include: 
1) Implementing a program to successfully increase student learning in 
reading/ language arts and mathematics; 
 
2) Targeting students in high poverty and low performing school environments; 
 
3) Offering families of children participating in the program opportunities for 
literacy and related educational development; and 



 
4) Encouraging the effective integration and operation of programs in concert 
with all designated partners. 
 
These goals are essential in preparing students to be successful as citizens of 
the 21st Century. 
 
 
 
Can you be specific about the ways in which children can benefit from your after school 
programs? 
 
Recent research on youth development concludes that, for disadvantaged youth 
especially, high-quality extended day opportunities are very important in both overcoming 
risk factors that might otherwise impede healthy development and also in introducing 
positive opportunities, experiences, and supports.  Specifically, the AAS program aims to: 

 Increase self-confidence and knowledge of the world 
 Foster consistent and positive relationships with adults and peers 
 Improve academics and school attendance 
 Develop skills of cooperation and a sense of shared responsibility for one’s school and 

community 
 Improve attitudes toward academics and school 
 
How does AAS impact the city’s schools? 
 
The entire AAS program is structured to: deliver high quality services, establish measurable 
outcomes for participants, create standards of accountability, use scarce resources more 
efficiently and reach out to traditionally underserved communities. 
 
 
Overview   

One of the goals identified through Imagine. Akron 2025: Before 2025, school buildings 
should become centers of learning and technology open to the community. As a response 
to the community’s forceful expression for extended learning opportunities, collaboration 
was formed between the Akron Public Schools and the City of Akron in the Fall of 2001. 
Akron After School was designed to make schools centers of community life by offering a 
unique blend of programs and services for students.  The Akron Public Schools and the City 
of Akron, the two primary collaborators on this project, are committed to expanding the use 
of school facilities.  In January 2004, this commitment was reflected, after following months of 
deliberations, when the City of Akron and the Akron Public Schools signed an historic 
cooperative agreement. 

 
Highlights of the agreement include the following: 
 

 City of Akron income tax will be utilized to cover the local share of constructing new 
school facilities, including the rebuilding of all of the district’s elementary schools. 
 



 All of the new and remodeled facilities will be designated community learning centers 
and will include spaces for community use of facilities beyond the school day. 
 
 

 A joint board will be established to oversee the programming of these facilities. 
      The Cooperative agreement is intended to ensure that all Akron schools become 
Community Learning Centers.  The City of Akron currently provides resources to operate after 
school programs in a number of Akron schools. The Mayor’s Office was intimately involved in 
the development of APS 21st Century application and he has assigned a member of his 
cabinet to actively participate in the planning and implementation of the project. 
       
Akron Public Schools 21st Century program is modeled after this successful collaboration and 
provides expanded opportunities for youngsters in a number of the district’s highest poverty, 
lowest performing elementary schools.   
     This collaboration provided funds to 27 elementary community learning centers (see chart) 
and 3 middle schools (Roswell Kent, Perkins and Innes) to provide high quality youth development 
activities in school buildings  during the non-school hours.  
 
What about funding? 
AAS is currently funded by 21st century CLC grants, the City of Akron, Title 1 funds, AARA and 
the Educational Foundation of America.   
 
Is there a cost to participate in the AAS program? 
 
The AAS program is offered at no cost to participants 
 
What is the staff-to-student ratio? 
 
There is a maximum 1:13 staff ratio for academic intervention and enrichment classes vary 
with the amount of instructors- but no more than a 1:15 ratio. 


